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IN

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BINGHAMTON
STATE OF NEW YORK

Dated: November 19, 2007
Sponsored by Councilmember(s): Corl‘lir}s, Weslar, Gerchman, Russo, Rennia, Papastrat, Kramer
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Introduced by Committee(s) on: Public Works

ORDINANCE

entitled
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE RECYCLING
LAW.

WHEREAS, the City of Binghamton participates in Broome County's recycling program
as part of its weekly garbage collection; and

WHEREAS, City residents have a high participation rate in this program and residents
want to maximize the use of the recycling program as a means to keep City costs (such as tipping
fees, fuel, and transfer station operator/driver time) as low as possible while fostering
environmental sustainability and economic prudence through reclaiming, reusing, and
conserving natural resources; and

WHEREAS, the City of Binghamton's recycling ordinance was last revised in 1991, and
the recycling program’s operation and list of materials accepted has been expanded since that
time; and

WHEREAS, the Cily's recycling ordinance has become outdated and may create
confusion in the minds of residents by not fully describing materials presently acceptable for
recycling; and

WHEREAS, neighborhood residents, including participants in the East Side
Neighborhood Assembly Infrastructure & Public Works Workgroup, have proposed that the
recycling ordinance be updated to promote increased public awareness of and public
participation in recycling,

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the City of Binghamton, duly convened in regular
session, does hereby ordain as follows:

Section 1. That §§ 350-27 and 350-28 of the Code of the City of Binghamton, New
York, are hereby amended to read as follows:

§ 350-27. Use of City container required.

Except where otherwise specifically authorized in writing by the Commissioner of
Public Works, no person shall place any recyclables at curbside for public
collection in any receptacle other than the County of Broome recycling container
except for (a) clean newspapers, magazines, catalogs, paperback books,
periodicals and/or or telephone directories that are bundled or placed in brown
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paper bags and/or (b) clean single-ply cardboard and corrugated cardboard which
is flattened and bundled or securely placed in brown paper bags or cardboard
boxes when in excess of five pieces. No person shall deposit or permit the deposit
of any material other than recyclables in the recycling container.

§ 350-28. Preparation of recyclables; recyclable items.

Prior to placing recyclables in the recycling container, metal, glass, wax-coated
beverage cartons, and plastic containers shall be rinsed so that they contain no
liquid, gelatinous, or solid residue. Shredded paper will be placed in a closed
paper bag. Other preparation of recyclables shall be as designated by the
Commissioner of Public Works by regulation. Clear, green, and brown glass
containers only may be put in the recycling container -- labels do not need 1o be
removed. Lids for such containers shall be disposed of as regular refuse. No
broken glass, window glass, windshields, drinking glasses, colored glass (other
than that specified above), ceramics, china or light bulbs may be placed in the
recycling container but must be placed in with regular refuse to be disposed of
pursuant to the other provistons of this chapter. Clean newspapers, magazines,
catalogs, paperback books, periodicals and/or or telephone directories shall be
securely tied with string or twine or placed in brown bags and placed in, atop or
next to the recycling container. Additionally, brown paper bags, single-ply and
corrugated cardboard, and designated metals and plastics shall be recycled.
(However, pizza boxes or other cardboard food containers to which cheese, sauce,
or food residue is attached may NOT be recycled). No books other than
paperbacks may be placed in the recycling container unless the covers and
bindings have been removed and disposed of as regular refuse. As other materials
become designated recyclables, they shall be added by regulation of the
Commissioner.

Section 2. That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately.



